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What’s Coming Up?: 
Sunday,  
September 8 

Monday,  
Sept. 9 
Day 5 
 
 

Tuesday,  
Sept. 10 
Day 1 
 
 

Wednesday, 
Sept. 11 
Day 2 
 
 

Thursday,  
Sept. 12 
Day 3 

Friday,  
Sept. 13 
Day 4 

Saturday,  
Sept. 14 

Sunday,  
Sept. 15 

Monday,  
Sept. 16 
Day 5 

Tuesday, 
Sept. 17 
Day 1 

Wednesday,  
Sept. 18 
Day 2 
 
School Council 
Meeting 6:30 
pm  

Thursday, 
Sept. 19 
Day 3 
 
Peer Mediation 
Training for 
student leaders 
– 9:15 – 2:30 

Friday, 
Sept. 20 
Day 4 

Saturday, 
Sept. 21 

Sunday, 
Sept. 22 

Monday,  
Sept. 23 
 
PA Day – No 
school (Staff 
will be 
undergoing 
mandatory 
health and 
safety training) 
 

Tuesday,  
Sept. 24 
Day 5 

Wednesday, 
Sept. 25 
Day 1 
 
Family Fun 
Night – 5:30 – 
7:30 pm 
 
School Picture 
Day – make 
sure you sign 
the photo 
release in the 
book of forms 

Thursday, 
Sept. 26 
Day 2 
 
Terry Fox 
Assembly on 
Perseverance 

Friday, 
Sept. 27 
Day 3 
 
Area Cross-
Country Meet 
at Milliken Park 
for Grades 4-8 
Cross-Country 
Team 

Saturday, 
Sept. 28 

Sunday, 
Sept. 29 

Monday, 
Sept. 30 
Day 4 
 
Rosh 
Hashanah 
 
Orange Shirt 
Day – wear 
orange to 
honour 
residential 
school 
survivors 

Tuesday,  
Oct. 1 
Day 5 
 

Wednesday, 
Oct. 2 
Day 1 
 
Rocks and 
Rings curling 
program for all 
classes 
 
Meet and Greet 
(Curriculum 
Night) for 
families to 
meet the 
teachers – 6:00 
pm  

Thursday, 
Oct. 3 
Day 2 
 
Rocks and 
Rings curling 
program for all 
classes 

Friday, 
Oct. 4 
Day 3 
 
Rocks and 
Rings curling 
program for all 
classes 

Saturday, 
Oct. 5 
Day 4 

Upcoming Dates to Remember: 

 PA Day (no school) on September 23 

 Meet and Greet (Curriculum Night) – Wednesday, October 2 – 6:00 pm 

 Thanksgiving Holiday – no school on Monday, October 14  

 

School Website Here is a link to our school website. It will be updated regularly with calendar and other 

important information. http://www.yrdsb.ca/schools/fredvarley.ps/Pages/default.aspx 

http://www.yrdsb.ca/schools/fredvarley.ps/Pages/default.aspx


Staff Learning and Development 

Here are some of the many things our staff is working on right now: 

 We have several lead teachers at FVPS who take on an added role of providing mentorship and 

resources to their colleagues throughout the school year. These include 3 literacy leads, a math 

lead, a technology lead, an equity lead, and a wellness lead. In addition, we have a team of 3 

teachers participating in professional learning and leadership in our role as one of 20 Inclusive 

Design schools in the board and another team participating regularly in math network learning 

with other local schools.  

 We have been reviewing the data collected at the Gathering of Our Voices last year (how families 

think we can communicate and partner with them better) and the Student Town Halls (feedback 

from every student from grade 1 – 8) in order to ensure that we include the feedback and 

suggestions in our school plan. It is our goal to create an inclusive environment where every child 

feels welcome and valued, and every child is able to learn.  

What’s Been Happening at FVPS? 

 Welcome to the 2019-20 School Year: We have had a wonderful first week. Thank you for your 

support of your children and their teachers as they embark on this year’s 

journey of learning together. We are so very happy to 

have you all with us and know that it is going to be a 

wonderful year. Please feel free to contact your child’s 

teacher or the office if you have any questions or concerns. We very much 

value the partnership between family and school and know that open 

communication and a commitment to working together will allow our students 

to flourish in terms of both academic progress and their well-being. 

 Wednesdays: As you schedule your activities for the school year, please remember that most 
school events take place on Wednesday evenings. This includes family movie nights, family fun 
nights, concerts, math night, and other special events. The board of education rents the schools 
out to outside groups most nights and Wednesday is the night that is assigned to us for school 
events.  

 Spirit Assembly, Clubs, and Teams: There is always lots going on at 

Fred Varley. This morning, we had a spirit assembly led by a student spirit 
team. There is a group of library helpers who are spending their recesses 
with Ms. McNaughton reorganizing the junior/intermediate book collection. 
Students from grades 4 to 8 have been invited to join the cross-country 
team. Many more co-curricular activities will begin as we get further into 
the school year.  

 School Council: Please join us on Wednesday, September 18 at 6:30 pm in the Learning 
Commons (school library) for our first School Council meeting. This is a terrific way to be involved 
at the school and one way to partner with us in your child’s education. 
Everyone is welcome to attend meetings and participate in discussions 
and on committees (pizza lunch, spirit wear, movie nights, other 
fundraising, math night, etc.). You may also choose to make a greater 
commitment and become a voting member of the Council. You are 
welcome to bring your children to the meeting – they will play with 
others as the meeting is going on.  

 Spirit Wear: Our wonderful School Council has arranged for an online 
order system for Fred Varley Public School spirit wear. The ordering 
system will initially be available until October 15.  

 Family Fun Night On Wednesday, September 25, we will be hosting 
our first Family Fun Night of the 2019-20 school year. This is an opportunity for adult family 
members to accompany their children to come and spend an evening playing in the school gym 



or outside (depending on the weather). This is an informal drop-in. Children must be 
accompanied by an adult. It is a perfect opportunity to have fun with your children and get to 
know their friends and their friends’ families.  

Gathering Corner/FAQs: A number of parents have been asking why we 

have split level classes and what that means for their child’s education. The 

reason that we have so many split classes has to do with numbers. The 

Ministry of Education has limits on how many students can be in each class. 

For primary students, in particular, there is very little flexibility. If we have 28 

grade students in a grade and a class can be no bigger than 20 students, it 

means that we have to have a class of 20 and another class of 8 combined with another grade. We also 

have to allow for some flexibility, knowing that students might move into the area during the year. The 

curriculum that is taught to the students is the same regardless of whether they are in a 

straight grade class or at the bottom or top of a split class. Students in a split class do not get 

either a more or less advanced curriculum than their peers in a straight grade class. Since 

children learn in different ways and at different rates, our teachers are excellent at tailoring 

instruction so that each child learns and moves forward in the appropriate curriculum, 

regardless of who else is in the class.  

Messages from the Board: 

Message #1 – Elementary International and Indigenous Languages Program 

Dear Families, 

York Region District School Board’s Elementary International and Indigenous Languages Program is 

pleased to offer over 20 languages at 35 different sites from Tuesday to Friday evenings, and Saturday 

mornings. Our Board has one of the largest International and Indigenous Languages programs in the 

province with approximately 15,000 students who register each year.  

Classes run 2.5 hours once a week for 30 weeks for Elementary SK-8 students who want to learn a new 

language or maintain their heritage language.  The cost for the entire program is $20.00.  Program 

brochures will also be sent home from your child(ren)’s school. 

We would like to share with you our program information:   

 New student registration (New registrants must submit a copy of the Birth Certificate) begins at 
the language location during the specified registration hours listed on our brochure or on our 
webpage. 

 Please note online registration through EDSBY is now closed so families must register in person. 
 First day of classes begin at the language location during the specified dates and times listed on 

our brochure or on our webpage. 
 Students pre-registered online through EDSBY are to attend the first day of classes at the 

language location during the specified dates and times listed on our brochure. 

 Huron Heights Secondary School is a new language site opening for the 2019-2020 school year. 

For elementary courses, registration times and locations, please see our updated flyer. 

For elementary program information, please visit: 

http://www.yrdsb.ca/Programs/ConEd/Pages/International-Languages-Elementary-Program.aspx 

http://www.yrdsb.ca/Programs/ConEd/Documents/YRDSB-ElementaryInternational.pdf
http://www.yrdsb.ca/Programs/ConEd/Pages/International-Languages-Elementary-Program.aspx


If you require any further information, please contact us at: 

international.languages@yrdsb.ca 

Thank you, 

International and Indigenous Languages Program 

Message #2 – Adult ELL and ESL Classes 

 

Message #3 – Greetings from our Trustee 

Message from Our Trustee 

I am so pleased to welcome all of our new and returning families to another school year. As your school 

board trustee, it is my role to advocate for quality public education in York Region, and to ensure that 

our students remain at the centre of all of our decision making. The Board of Trustees makes policy and 

budget decisions, and communicates with the public, among other responsibilities.  

We are also responsible for setting direction for the school board, through our Multi-Year Strategic Plan. 

This plan sets out four priorities: Foster Well-Being and Mental Health, Build Collaborative Relationships, 

Champion Equity and Inclusivity, and Empower Ethical Leadership.  

As we start the new school year, I want to highlight the importance of relationships. We want to build 

and maintain relationships with our families that are built on trust, respect and responsive 

communication. To support that, I will continue to keep you informed of our work and priorities, and I 

encourage you to contact me if you have any questions or concerns. You can also find the message from 

the Chair of the Board on the Board’s website.  

mailto:international.languages@yrdsb.ca
http://www.yrdsb.ca/Trustees/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.yrdsb.ca/AboutUs/Policy/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.yrdsb.ca/AboutUs/Departments/Finance/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.yrdsb.ca/Trustees/Pages/Roles-and-Responsibilities.aspx
http://www.yrdsb.ca/AboutUs/BoardPlans/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.yrdsb.ca/Trustees/Pages/Profile.aspx?t=8
http://www.yrdsb.ca/schools/Repository/NewsEvents/Pages/Message-from-the-Board-Chair.aspx
http://www.yrdsb.ca/schools/Repository/NewsEvents/Pages/Message-from-the-Board-Chair.aspx


In addition, I invite you to share your feedback on our Board policies. Policies govern everything from 

field trips, school volunteers, equity and inclusive education, student discipline and much more, and we 

greatly value input from families on these important matters. We regularly post on our website the 

policies that are under review and available for comment as well as information about how to share 

your feedback. I hope you will take a look. 

I know school staff are excited to welcome back students, and I look forward to meeting more of our 

families throughout the upcoming school year. I encourage you to build a relationship with the staff 

members and community at your school. There are so many different ways to get involved and support 

your child’s education. I hope you have a great start to the school year and wish you a happy, safe and 

successful year ahead.  

 

Allan Tam 

Trustee, Markham Wards 4 and 5 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.yrdsb.ca/AboutUs/Policy/Pages/Policies-for-Comment.aspx
http://www.yrdsb.ca/Parents/Pages/Get-Involved.aspx

